


























REVISED 8/23 

ARTICLE Ill

Contestants 

Section 1. Eligibility. Contestants must be under twenty years of age and bona fide members and 
undergraduates of their respective schools. Contestants shall be enrolled students of the school in good 
standing. They shall receive credit in at least four subjects, each of one period or "hour" or the equivalent 
thereof, at all times. To qualify under this rule, a "subject" must meet the requirements of 281-Chapter 12. 
Coursework taken under the provisions of Iowa Code chapter 261C, postsecondary enrollment options, for 
which a school district or accredited nonpublic school grants academic credit toward high school graduation 
shall be used in determining eligibility. No student shall be denied eligibility if the student's school program 
deviates from the traditional two-semester school year. To qualify under this rule, a "subject' must meet the 
requirements of 218-subrules 12.5 (14}, 12.5 (15}, and 12.5 (16). Each contestant shall be passing all 
coursework for which credit is given and shall be making adequate progress toward graduation requirements 
at the end of each grading period. Grading period, graduation requirements, and any interim periods of 
ineligibility are determined by local policy. For purposes of this subrule, "grading period" shall mean the 
period of time at the end of which a student in grades 9 through 12 receives a final grade and course credit is 
awarded for passing grades. If at the end of any grading period a participant receives a failing grade in any 
course for which credit is awarded, the participant is ineligible to participate in any event sanctioned by the 
IHSSA or IHSSA sponsored event within a period of 30 consecutive calendar days. The period of ineligibility 
will begin with the first school day following the day grades are issued by the school district. 

A student with a disability who has an individualized education program (IEP) shall not be denied 
eligibility on basis of scholarship if the student is making adequate progress as determined by school officials, 
toward the goals and objectives on the student's individualized education program. Superintendents 
/Principals of the respective schools will verify the eligibility of their contestants at least two and '.IJ2 weeks 
before any contest. Attendance of twenty days will constitute a semester. 

Section 2. Contestant Entry Fees.

Clause 1. Each contestant will pay an entry fee of ten dollars ($10) per each event entered at District 
Individual Contest and thirteen dollars ($13) per each event entered at State Individual Contest. 

Clause 2. The entry fee for One-Act Play will be forty dollars ($40) at District Contest and forty dollars 
($40) at State Contest. 

Clause 3. The entry fee for Debate will be: Policy 2-Person will be forty dollars ($40) per team, 
Lincoln-Douglas twenty dollars ($20), Student Congress twenty dollars ($20) and Public Forum  forty dollars ($40). 

Clause 4. The entry fee for Readers Theatre will be twenty-nine dollars ($29} for District Contest and 
thirty dollars ($30) for State Contest. 

Clause 5. The entry fee for Choral Reading will be twenty-five dollars ($25) for District Contest and 
thirty dollars ($30) for State Contest. 

Clause 6. The entry fee for Ensemble Acting will be twenty-one dollars ($21} for each ensemble act 
entered at District Contest and twenty-six dollars ($26} each ensemble at State Contest. 

Clause 7. The entry fee for Group Mime will be twenty dollars ($20) for each mime selection entered 
at District Contest and twenty-three dollars ($23) for each mime entered at State Contest. Entry fee for Solo 
Mime will be eleven dollars ($11) for each entry in District Contest and thirteen dollars ($13} for each entry in 
State Contest. 

Clause 8. The entry fee for Television Newscasting will be twenty-one dollars ($21) at District Contest 
and twenty-four dollars ($24) at State Contest. 

Clause 9. The entry fee for Group Improvisation will be twenty dollars ($20) for each group entered 
at District Contest and twenty-five dollars ($25) per group entered at State Contest. 

Clause 10. The entry fee for Musical Theatre will be twenty-one dollars ($21} for each group entered 
at District Contest and twenty-six dollars ($26) per group entered at State Contest. 

Clause 11. The entry fee for Radio Broadcasting will be twenty-one dollars ($21) for each group 
entered at District Contest and twenty-four dollars ($24) per group entered at State Contest. 
Clause 12. The entry fee for Short Film will be twenty-one dollars ($21) at District Contest and twenty-four 
dollars ($24) at State Contest. 14 





































































































CASEBOOK Questions - Answers 
1. Q. May we bring our own chair or chairs?

A. Yes, but they must be uniform.
2. Q. If normal wearing apparel suggests a character, could it invite disqualification?

A. Yes.
3. Q. May students use any part of the performance room except the floor?

REVISED 8/23 

A. Students should not use parts of the performance room that could be considered props, such as
doors, desks, windows, walls, etc. Accidental touch does not mean USED.

4. Q. May a performance be done without musical accompaniment?
A. No, you must have musical accompaniment without words, unless the original score was meant to

be performed a Capella.
5. Q. May a performance have live musical accompaniment?

A. No, all accompaniment must be recorded/taped. Accompaniment may be just one instrument or a
whole orchestra. You must have accompaniment, this event cannot be done without
accompaniment, unless the original score was meant to be performed a Capella.

6. Q. Must a cutting be from an established musical?
A. No, it may be of an original nature.

7. Q. Must the recorded music begin with the performance?
A. No, the music may start or stop at any time during the performance.

8. Q. Must you have dancing?
A. No, dancing would only be necessary if the cutting would require dancing to be effective.

9. Q. Must a selection in Musical Theatre always include song and dialogue?
A. No, a selection could be all singing or dancing. It may include dialogue. However, there must be some

form of music performance in this area by the cast.
10. Q. May one student, using a script, perform in place of one ill, injured, or ineligible cast member with

the understanding that the group's performance will receive "comments only" and no rating? 
A. Yes, if the coach obtains approval from the State Office prior to the performance.

11. Q. Does normal wearing apparel include shoes?
A. Yes

12. Q. Is uniformity of attire permissible?
A. NO. However, rehearsal black attire is allowed.

13. Q. May the selection be from a movie musical?
A. Yes, as long as performance rights are secured.

14. Q. Must the introduction come first?
A. No, the introduction can follow a preview/teaser.

15. Q. Is it okay to control or cue the music using a remote control?
A. Yes.

16. Q. May students wear specialty shoes?
A. Students may wear dance shoes for safety purposes. This does not include tap shoes.

17. Q. Is it acceptable to perform just one song?
A. Yes and it should not invite a lower rating.

18. Q. Must students wear shoes during performance?

A. Yes.

ROYALTIES. It is the duty and responsibility of the director to secure appropriate production rights 

for all dramas which are presented in contest production, and is required whether or not 

admission is assessed. The mere performance permission for a home high school 

production is not license for using copyrighted dramatic material either in portion or 

totally in a contest presentation. 
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ARTICLE XXXI 
Radio Broadcasting 

Section 1. Entries

REVISED 8/23 

Clause 1: Each school will be entitled to enter three radio broadcasting entries in the district contest of 2-8 students. 
Clause 2: Any audio media format may be used, but the contestant is responsible for bringing the equipment for playing of 

the Radio Broadcasting. 
Section 2. Selections and Materials 

Clause 1: The content of the news broadcast is up to the discretion of the news team. The news broadcast may include any 
or all of the following: local, state, national, international, sports. Regardless of selection of stories, the content must be based on 
actual news. Material used for the feature cannot be used for any other entry. News stories are not restricted by time frame, and may 
be of historic nature. 

Clause 2: Each presentation may also include an original special feature written by a member of the news team and 
appropriate for the broadcast. 

seconds. 

Clause 3: Entries will include one or more commercials or sponsorships of original nature totaling approximately 30- 45 

Clause 4: Transitional material is left up to the discretion of the contestants and will be original. 
Clause 5: Contestants may rerecord for State Contest, using new, the same, or a combination of news copy and/or special 
feature.
Clause 6: Radio Broadcasting style may include traditional radio news, audio blogs, podcast, or other forms of audio 
journalism. 

Section 3. Length. The Radio broadcasting will be limited to S minutes as a minimum and 6 as a maximum. 

Clause 1: The contestants will edit and arrange material into a news presentation based on the copy they have gather 
Clause 2: Entries will be recorded on media in any environment. 
Clause 3: The entries must bring their own media formatted presentation and at least one school representative (coach 

and/or student) to the Contest Site. The judge and those members of the crew present will listen to the media together. 
Clause 4: The contestant is responsible for the equipment for which to listen to the presentation and provide speakers. 
Clause 5: Pre-recorded media/sound effects can be incorporated into the production, but must be secondary in nature. No 

school identification will appear on the media presented. 
Clause 6: The contestants must sign-on and sign-off within the allowable time frame. 
Clause 7: A judge will listen to the performance. 
Clause 8: Recording of this event is permitted with State approval. 
Clause 9: All material performed in radio broadcasting must be performed by students in the radio broadcasting 

presentation. 
Section 4, Timing. Timing for Radio Broadcasting will begin with the first audible sound and conclude with the last sound. 
Section 5. Judging. 

Clause 1: The Radio Broadcasting team is to be judged on content and delivery. Content is to be judged on voice quality, 
pronunciation, voice characterization, style, flow of content, clarity, originality, and unity of performance shall be the areas for which 
to be judged. This will help to place the emphasis on the communication aspects rather than the technical aspects of Radio 
Broadcasting. 

Casebook 

Questions -Answers 

1. Q. May singing, sound effects, or music be used at any time during the performance? 
A. Yes, but it should not be the main focus and can be incorporated in the commercial section and or signing on and off

segment.
2. Q. Does the team have to be present at Contest? 

A. Radio Broadcasting must have a school representative (coach and/or student) at the contest to present the broadcast.
3. Q. May I use the same qualifying State Tape/Media at All-State? 

A. Yes
4. Q. Could a contestant use a local item of interest as a special feature?

A. A local interest story/item could be appropriate; however, identity of school or community must not be given.
5. Q. Is it permissible to do more than one "take" in preparing for submission?

A. Yes 
6. Q. Does the broadcast need to be delivered in a serious manner? 

A. No, there may be a humorous tone to the broadcast (i.e. entertaining new, thematic, NPR, morning show, etc .. ). 
7. Q. May the commercial be a public service announcement?

A. Yes. 
8. Q. May a theme or audience be used? 

A. Yes- a specific theme or audience may be used at the discretion of the director or the group. 
9. Q. Could commercial {s) of length greater than 45 seconds or arranged in a way that affects the cohesion and flow of the 

broadcast justify a lower rating?
A. Yes

10. Q. How many commercials can a radio broadcasting have?
A. They may have multiple commercials but total time cannot exceed 45 seconds.
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Section 1. Entries. 

REVISED 8/23 

ARTICLE XXXV 

Policy Debate 

Clause 1. The policy debate style will be Two-Person. 
Clause 2. Each member school may enter six two-person teams in the State Contest. All entries 

will use codes and no school names will be used. 

Clause 3. The entry fee will be forty dollars ($40) per team. If more than 85 entries are 

received in Policy Debate, it will be divided into two separate pods and they will be divided by the 

numbers of entries starting with the largest schools and then going down the list. When the pod is at 

half, then the second pod will start. This will happen after all entries are received. If a school enters 

late, their entry will be placed in the pod that is within their enrollment. 

Clause 4. Each member school will pay a "refundable" judges bond of $200. This bond must 
be received by the State Office prior to the state tournament and accompany the tournament entry 
forms. The refund will occur after the completion of your school's judging obligations. 

Section 2. Selections and Materials. Question for Debate. The question for debate will be based 
on the National Federation of State High School Associations question for high schools and will be 
announced in May. 

Section 3. Length. 
Clause 1. Time limits and order of speaking: 

Constructive 
First Affirmative .................................................. 8 min. 
Cross examination by negative speaker.............. 3 min. 
First Negative ...................................................... 8 min. 
Cross examination by affirmative speaker .......... 3 min. 
Second Affirmative ............................................. 8 min. 
Cross examination by the other negative ........... 3 min. 
Second Negative ................................................. 8 min. 
Cross examination by the other affirmative ....... 3 min. 
Rebuttal 
First Negative ...................................................... 5 min. 
First Affirmative .................................................. 5 min. 
Second Negative ................................................. 5 min. 
Second Affirmative ............................................. 5 min. 

Clause 2. Each side (affirmative and negative) will have eight minutes of preparation time 
during the debate. If either side goes over it's allotted time of eight minutes, the time will come out 
of its next speech. 

Section 4. Preparation and Presentation 
Clause 1. Each team will be prepared to debate both sides of the question. 

Clause 2. In case of illness a student may be substituted during the tournament but not during 
a round already underway. The substitute must complete the tournament. If a debater becomes sick 
after the round has started, the judge will allow a ten minute break before declaring the round a 
forfeit. 

Clause 3. On-Line registration will be completed no later than Wednesday, three and one half 
weeks prior to the date of the tournament and the fees will be mailed to the State Office. 

Clause 4. Dates and sites will be determined by the State Office. The pairings will be set by the 
Tournament Manager. 
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Section 1. Entries. 
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ARTICLE XXXVI 
Lincoln-Douglas Debate 

Clause 1. Each school membership may enter six debaters. 

Clause 2. The entry fee for Lincoln-Douglas Debate will be twenty dollars ($20} per entry. If 

more than 85 entries are received in Lincoln-Douglas, it will be divided into two separate pods and 

they will be divided by the numbers of entries starting with the largest schools and then going down 

the list. When the pod is at half, then the second pod will start. This will happen after all entries are 

received. If a school enters late, their entry will be placed in the pod that is within their enrollment. 
Clause 3. Each member school will pay a "refundable" judges bond of $200. This bond must be received 

by the State Office prior to the state tournament and accompany the tournament entry forms. The refund will occur after 
the completion of your school's judging obligations. 

Section 2. Selections and Materials (Question for Debate). The State Office will mail the 
question for debate to entering schools upon receipt of registration materials. The January-February 

question from the NFL will be used. 
Section 3. Length 

Clause 1. The time limit and order of speaking will be as follows: 

Affirmative --- 6 min. constructive 
Negative ----------- 3 min. cross examination 
Negative --------------------- 7 min. constructive 
Affirmative --- 3 min. cross examination 

Affirmative ---------- 4 min. rebuttal 

Negative --------------------- 6 min. rebuttal 

Affirmative -------- 3 min. rebuttal 

Clause 2. Each side will be allowed a total of four minutes preparation time during the 
debate. If either side goes over its allotted time of four minutes, the overtime will come out of the 
debater's next speech. 

Section 4. Preparation and Presentation. 

Clause 1. Each debater must be prepared to debate both sides of the question. No 
substitutions will be allowed after the tournament begins. If a debater becomes sick after the round 
has begun, the judge will allow a ten minute break before declaring the round a forfeit. 

Clause 2. On-Line registration will be completed no later than Wednesday, three and one 
half weeks prior to the date of the tournament and the fees will be mailed to the State Office. 

Clause 3. Dates and sites will be determined by the State Office. Pairings will be set by the 

Tournament Manager. 

Clause 4. Each school must provide a qualified Lincoln-Douglas judge for every three (or 

part thereof) debaters entered. Judges must be available for a minimum of one round after all Lincoln
Douglas entries from that school have been eliminated. If a school cannot provide enough judges, the 

fee will be two hundred dollars ($200) for each judge not provided. If deemed qualified by the 

Tournament Manager, judges furnished by the schools may be assigned to other areas of competition. 
Students who are first year judges just out of high school will be allowed to judge if deemed qualified 
by the tournament manager. T hese judges may represent their own school or the IHSSA as a hired 
judge. An individual must contact the division manager to get the approval for this judge before they 
are allowed to use the student. A judge experience/preference form will be required from each judge 

prior to judging the State Debate Tournament. These forms will be included in the State Entry Mailing. 
Clause 5. The consolation match for 3rd and 4th place will no longer take place. The runner 

up in each semifinal match will be given 3rd place points. 71 
























