
Section 1. Entries. 
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ARTICLE XXXVI 

Lincoln-Douglas Debate 

Clause 1. Each school membership may enter six debaters. 

Clause 2. The entry fee for Lincoln-Douglas Debate will be twenty dollars ($20} per entry. If more 

than 85 entries are received in Lincoln-Douglas, it will be divided into two separate pods and they 

will be divided by the numbers of entries starting with the largest schools and then going down the 

list. When the pod is at half, then the second pod will start. This will happen after all entries are 

received. If a school enters late, their entry will be placed in the pod that is within their enrollment. 
Clause 3. Each member school will pay a "refundable" judges bond of $200. This bond must be received 

by the State Office prior to the state tournament and accompany the tournament entry forms. The refund will occur after 
the completion of your school's judging obligations. 

Section 2. Selections and Materials (Question for Debate). The State Office will mail the 

question for debate to entering schools upon receipt of registration materials. The January-February 

question from the NFL will be used. 
Section 3. Length 

Clause 1. The time limit and order of speaking will be as follows: 

Affirmative ------------------ 6 min. constructive 

Negative --------------------- 3 min. cross examination 

Negative --------------------- 7 min. constructive 

Affirmative ------------------ 3 min. cross examination 

Affirmative ------------------ 4 min. rebuttal 
Negative --------------------- 6 min. rebuttal 

Affirmative ------------------ 3 min. rebuttal 

Clause 2. Each side will be allowed a total of four minutes preparation time during the 

debate. If either side goes over its allotted time of four minutes, the overtime will come out of the 

debater's next speech. 

Section 4. Preparation and Presentation. 

Clause 1. Each debater must be prepared to debate both sides of the question. No 

substitutions will be allowed after the tournament begins. If a debater becomes sick after the round 

has begun, the judge will allow a ten minute break before declaring the round a forfeit. 

Clause 2. On-Line registration will be completed no later than Wednesday, three and one 

half weeks prior to the date of the tournament and the fees will be mailed to the State Office. 

Clause 3. Dates and sites will be determined by the State Office. Pairings will be set by the 

Tournament Manager. 

Clause 4. Each school must provide a qualified Lincoln-Douglas judge for every three (or 

part thereof) debaters entered. Judges must be available for a minimum of one round after all Lincoln

Douglas entries from that school have been eliminated. If a school cannot provide enough judges, the 
fee will be two hundred dollars ($200) for each judge not provided. If deemed qualified by the 

Tournament Manager, judges furnished by the schools may be assigned to other areas of competition. 

Students who are first year judges just out of high school will be allowed to judge if deemed qualified 

by the tournament manager. These judges may represent their own school or the IHSSA as a hired 

judge. An individual must contact the division manager to get the approval for this judge before they 

are allowed to use the student. A judge experience/preference form will be required from each judge 

prior to judging the State Debate Tournament. These forms will be included in the State Entry Mailing. 

Clause 5. The consolation match for 3rd and 4th place will no longer take place. The runner 

up in each semifinal match will be given 3rd place points. 71 




