2023 IHSSA STATE STUDENT CONGRESS AGENDA 
The Chair will open each session by calling for the orders for the day.  A representative of the school in the house, or if no school representative is present, any member may claim authorship for the Bill/Resolution. 

Only the bills/resolutions listed for a session may be used in that session. However, a member may call for a Suspension of the Rules to move a bill/resolution up the agenda. Members should note the different intent of a bill and resolution, which will affect the way they are debated.  
Bills/Resolutions for session I Friday night. 5:00-8:30
        1. CAM              A Bill to Require Cancer Patients to Receive Chemo and/or Radiation Treatment for

                                   Free   
        2. Okoboji
      Nationwide Bill to require more Mental Health and First aid education to teachers
        3. Carroll
      A Bill to Regulate Natural Land Barriers Between Farmland and Waterways 
      4. Oskaloosa   A Bill to Reduce Federal Funding for Institutions with Offensive Elements              
        5. Norwalk       A Bill to Create Permanent Daylight Savings Time     

        6. Atlantic        A Bill to Ban the Sale of Energy Drinks to Consumers under the age of 21    

     Bills/Resolution for session II Saturday morning. 8:00-10:30

        1. DM Roosevelt
   The Sensible Education Act                                   
        2. Johnston
                  A Bill to Ban Direct-to-Consumer Pharmaceutical Advertisements
        3. Hampton-Dumont  A Bill for Legalization of Abortion                                         

        4. Ames                         A Bill to Decriminalize Marijuana    
     

        5. DM East                     A Resolution to Amend the Constitution to End All Slavery

Bills/Resolution for session III Saturday afternoon 12:30-3:30

         1.  Ankeny

A Resolution to Amend the Constitution to Abolish the Electoral College

         2. Grinnell
               A Resolution to Allow Nonviolent Incarcerated Individuals to Vote

         3. DM Dowling        The National Space Exploration Act of 2022                                                 
         4. IC West
               A Bill to Set and Enforce A 30 Year Term Limit for All Elected Federal Offices and 

                                            the Supreme Court
        5. DM Hoover          A Bill to Require Prescription-Drug Insurance Companies to cover Medical 

                                            Marijuana  Expenses
  

         6. Burlington            A Bill to Reduce Deaths Caused by Cigarette Products.
IMPORTANT: In the IHSSA state congress tournament, the 3-minute Authorship speech and the 1st Negative speech is followed by 2 minutes of cross-x. The c-x time may not be amended. All other speeches are 3 minutes followed by a 1-minute cross-x with the timing starting at the end of the speech. 

STUDENTS ARE ASKED TO MAKE A PAPER NAME PLAQUE FOR THEIR DESK.

A Bill to Set and Enforce A 30 Year Term Limit for All Elected Federal Offices and the Supreme Court 

1. Section 1: 
2. With this bill a new limit for all elected Federal offices and the supreme court shall be held at the 
3. 30 year mark, this will apply to all House and Senate members as well as the Supreme Court 
4. eliminating lifetime appointments. 
5. Section 2: 
6. The election cycle terms that are already in place at the Federal elected offices will remain. 6 
7. years for the Senate, 4 years for the House. 
8. Section 3: 
9. This bill will not affect the way in which the Supreme Court is decided upon and as stated above 
10. will act only as a maximum time allowed for them to serve. 
11. Section 4: 
12. This bill will prevent elected officials who have served 30 years already from seeking elected 
13. office in the year 2024 and beyond. No official may seek an office with a term that will exceed 
14. the 30 year limit, even if they have not yet reached the 30 year cap. 
15. Section 5: 
16. Members of the Supreme Court will not be allowed to be placed back into a Federal chair by a 
17. president or any other entity as long as the bill stands. 
18. They will be able to continue as a judge in other Federal courts if they wish not to retire after this 
19. 30 year time frame. 
20. Section 6: 
21. The 107 Federal courts other than the Supreme Court will not be held to the term limits listed
22.  above, and will be allowed to serve as long as they may wish.
23. Section 7: 
24. This bill will go into effect on January 1, 2024 and will from that point forward have the listed 
25. changes. 
Respectfully submitted by Iowa City West High School

A Bill to Require Cancer Patients to Receive Chemo and/or

             Radiation Treatments for Free

 BE IT ENACTED BY THE CONGRESS HERE ASSEMBLED THAT:

1. SECTION 1. Cancer patients would retrieve chemo and/or radiation treatments for free.

2.

3. SECTION 2. Chemotherapy: the treatment of disease by the use of chemical

4.                       substances, especially the treatment of cancer by cytotoxic and other

5.                       drugs.

6.                       Radiation Therapy: the treatment of disease, especially cancer, using X-rays

7.                       or similar forms of radiation

8.

9. SECTION 3. The Federal Drug Administration (FDA) will oversee the implementation of

10.                     this legislation.

11.                    A. Payment for these treatments would come from insurance

12.                          companies/medicare/medicaid.

13.                    B. This would be a second subsection.

14.

15. SECTION 4. This legislation will take effect on July 1, 2023.

16.

17. SECTION 5. All laws in conflict with this legislation are hereby declared null and void.

Introduced for Congressional Debate by CAM High School.


A Bill to ban Direct-to-Consumer Pharmaceutical

Advertisements
BE IT ENACTED BY THE CONGRESS HERE ASSEMBLED THAT:

1 SECTION 1. All direct-to-consumer pharmaceutical advertisements shall be banned in the
 2                     United States. 
3 SECTION 2. 
4
A) “Direct-to-consumer pharmaceutical advertisements” shall be defined as an effort 
5               made via mass media made by a pharmaceutical company to promote its 
6              prescription products directly to patients.
 7         B) “Mass media” shall be defined as a means of communication that reaches a large
8               number of people in a short time, including but not limited to: television, 
9                newspapers, radio, magazines, and social media. 
10        C) “Prescription products” shall be defined as a drug that can be obtained by a licensed 
11               physician’s prescription.
 12       D) Over-the-counter medications are not effect to this bill.
 13.SECTION 3. The Food and Drug Administration will oversee the enforcement of this     

14                        legislation. 
15        A) Failure to comply with this law will result in a $1,000,000 fine and revocation of 
16             government grants related to the research and production of the drug promoted. 
17        B) $5,000,000 will be allocated to the FDA for public service announcements that 
18            raise awareness of diseases, symptoms, health conditions, etc. 
19 SECTION 4. This legislation will take effect on January 1st 2024. All laws in conflict with this 
20                       legislation are hereby declared null and void. 
Introduced for Congressional Debate by Johnston High School
A Resolution to Allow Nonviolent Incarcerated Individuals

To Vote
BE IT ENACTED BY THE CONGRESS HERE ASSEMBLED THAT:

 1  SECTION 1. The State of Iowa will allow all citizens who have been incarcerated or 

2 are incarcerated for nonviolent offenses to vote in all elections that apply to their place 

3 of residence via absentee ballots. 

4 SECTION 2. A “nonviolent offense” will be defined as a property, drug, or public 

5 order offense that does not involve an actual attack upon a victim. 

6 SECTION 3. The Iowa Secretary of State and the Iowa Department of Corrections will

7   jointly implement this bill. 

8 SECTION 4. This bill will go into effect June 1, 2023. 

9 SECTION 5. All laws in conflict with this legislation are hereby null and void. 

Respectfully submitted by the Grinnell High School congressional delegation

A Bill to Create Permanent Daylight Saving Time
BE IT ENACTED BY THIS STUDENT CONGRESS HERE ASSEMBLED THAT:
1 Section 1: Effective March 12th, 2023, all territory in the United States of America will recognize 
2 daylight saving time throughout the entire calendar year. 
3 Section 2: The United States will maintain each time zone within its territorial boundaries; 
4 including, the Eastern, Central, Mountain, Alaska, Hawaii-Aleturian, and other time zones in 
5 other territories. All time zones in the United States will remain on daylight saving time throughout 
6 the calendar year.
7 Section 3: Any state that enforces a law refusing to recognize permanent daylight saving time will 8 lose ten percent of United States interstate highway funding.  
Introduced for Congressional Debate by Norwalk High School
 

The Sensible Education Act

 BE IT ENACTED BY THE CONGRESS HERE ASSEMBLED THAT: 

1 SECTION 1. Books cannot be banned in the Public Schools of the United States of 

2 America barring those that promote hate or violence against a certain group, violations of 

3 this bill will be punished by a fine of $100 per day that any literature is banned. 

4  2. Books shall be defined as a handwritten or printed work of fiction or

5  nonfiction, usually on sheets of paper fastened or bound together within covers or such 

6 fiction or non-fiction in an electronic format. 

7 SECTION 3. The Department of Education will oversee the implementation 

8 and enforcement of this bill. 

9 A.   Parents and children will be encouraged to contact Department of Education 

10 representatives or make a report on the department of Education’s website if they have

11  knowledge of a work being banned. 

12 B.   The Department of Education will form a committee with the task of hearing

13  arguments on whether certain contested books contain hateful messaging operating off of

14 the criteria put forward by the United Nations for hate speech. 

15 SECTION 4. This legislation will take effect on June 5, 2024. 

Introduced for Congressional Debate by Theodore Roosevelt High School

A Bill to Require Prescription-Drug Insurance Companies to

Cover Medical Marijuana Expenses

BE IT ENACTED BY THE CONGRESS HERE ASSEMBLED THAT: 

1 SECTION 1. All insurance companies must cover medical marijuana expenses for all 

2 covered Plan Participants with lawful prescriptions in states where 

3 medical marijuana is legal. 

4 SECTION 2.     A. Insurance companies shall be defined as financial intermediaries 

5                              which offer direct insurance or reinsurance services, providing financial 

6                             protection from possible hazards in the future, including government-

7                             sponsored programs such as Medicare and Medicaid. 

8                         B. Medical marijuana shall be defined as derivatives of the Cannabis 

9                             sativa plant that are used to ease symptoms caused by certain medical 

10                          conditions. 

11                          C. Plan Participants shall be defined as someone who either contributes

12                               to a pension plan or qualified account such as a 401(k) or health savings

13                               account and is in a position to receive benefit payments from the plan. 

14                          D. Lawful prescriptions shall be defined as a prescription that is issued 

15                               for a legitimate medical purpose by a licensed health professional 

16                               authorized to prescribe drugs, that is not altered or forged, and that was 

17                               not obtained by means of deception or by the commission of any theft offense.

18                          F. Plan Year/ Benefit Year shall be defined as a 12-month period of 

19                              benefits coverage under an individual health insurance plan. 

20 SECTION 3. This legislation shall be overseen by the Federal Insurance Office (FIO) as 

21 well as the U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA). 

22 SECTION 4. This legislation will take effect on either January 1, 2023, OR July 1, 2023, 

23 whichever date begins the start of the Plan Participant’s new benefit year. 

24 SECTION 5. All laws in conflict with this legislation are hereby declared null and void. 

Introduced for Congressional Debate by Hoover High School

A Bill for the Legalization of Abortion
Be it enacted by the IHSSA Student Congress assembled that:
1.   Section 1: Any persons in the United States who have biological female 

2.   reproductive organs or obtain valid visa the pertains to the United States and its 

3.   territories that should have the choice that starts at but is not limited to the right 

4.   to an abortion.

5.   Section 2a: Abortion being the removal of pregnancy tissue, products of 

6.   conception or the fetus and placenta (afterbirth) from the uterus with medical 

7.   help. 

8.   Section 2b:  Abortions will be allowed 6-22 weeks into the gestation period. 

9.   Abortions after 22 weeks will only be done if a doctor determines that the fetus

10.   would not survive outside the womb.

11.   Section 3: The recipient may choose between a few options including 

12.   aspiration, dilation, evacuation, or any CDC safe and approved measure.

13.   Section 4a:  All insurance companies including state insurance companies will 

14.   be required to cover for an abortion in any insurance coverage.

15.   Section 4b: A consent for procedure form will be signed by all affected parties

16.   including a parent/guardian or medical power of attorney if affected party is 

17.   under the legal age or unable to consent.

18.   Section 5a:  Any insurance company that doesn’t cover abortion will be subject 

19.   to a $60,000 fine.

20.   Section 5b: All fines collected will then be divided equally and dispersed to

21.   the insurance companies who do cover the procedure, who in turn will use the 

22.   funds to pay for insurance covered abortions.

23.   Section 6:   All laws in conflict will become null and void.

24.   Section 7:  Legislation will become law on March 1st, 2023.

Respectfully Submitted by:
Hampton-Dumont-CAL High School
A Bill to Reduce Federal Funding for Institutions with Offensive Elements

1 Article I: Any institutions of government affiliation carrying the name of someone, or something 
2 that is considered culturally offensive will have their funding reduced until the institution 
3 resolves to change its name. 
                           4 Article II: 
5     A.  Culturally offensive shall be defined as the unacknowledged or inappropriate adoption of 
6           a name or figure who represents a specific identity or race or who is considered to have 
7           caused harm to an identity or race. 

8     B.   Institutions of government affiliation shall be defined as any ministry, department,
9           organization, division, office, or agency that receives state or federal funding. 

10   C.  The provisions of this bill do not extend to the names of cities or towns, only federal 
11         institutions.

12   D. This will be the criteria that the committee follows when determining what is considered 
13        offensive.

14 Article III:
The provisions of this bill shall take effect immediately upon passing, but fines 
15 and penalties shall be enacted on January 3, 2025. 
                           16 Article IV:
The U.S. Department of Justice Civil Rights Division shall be responsible for 
                           17                       implementing the provisions of this bill.
                           18    A. The U.S. Department of Justice Civil Rights Division will establish a committee named 
                           19          the Federal Reconstruction Investigation Committee known as F.R.I.C. to oversee name 
                           20          changes of government institutions and enforce the changes by collecting fines and 
                           21           penalties. 
22    B.   F.R.I.C. is a joint standing committee and it is a bipartisan group. 

23   C.   F.R.I.C., using its website, will provide a form to fill out for constituents to use in filing 
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24         complaints against certain institutions of offensive nature. These forms can be printed by 
25         constituents and mailed to their representative or can be simply filled out online. 
26   D.  F.R.I.C. will review all forms and identify legitimate claims of government institutions 
27         that violate the provisions of this bill and contact the institution, even before the penalties 
28         and fines are enacted. They will inform the institution of its violation. 29

29   E.  After identifying a violating institution, F.R.I.C., using legal aids, will create a legally 
30         binding contract to hold the institution accountable. Each institution that violates 
31         the provisions of this bill will be asked to sign a legally binding contract to change its name 
32         by the due date. If they do not complete it by the due date, they will be charged. If they  

33        do not respond, the institution will get charged. 
34   F.  Additionally, they will contact the representative of the district where the offending 
35        institution is located and mobilize their help with the handling of the name change.
36   G. F.R.I.C. shall withhold 35% of federal funding received by the responsible institution that
37        has not changed its name by the specified date. Then, it will give back the 35% to protect 
38        employees of these institutions who have lost their jobs because of the change. 

39  H.  The institution has a right to defend itself and will present its case to the committee on 
40        whether or not the name is offensive. F.R.I.C. will then decide whether or not this name is 
42        offensive in a 2⁄3 majority vote. 

43  I.   After being fined, the institution shall have a period of 1 year before being fined again if 
44       their name still violates the provisions of this bill. 

45  J.  After the institution has presented a name change, then the committee must once again 
46       approve it in a ⅔ majority vote.
47 Article V:
All laws in conflict with the provisions of this bill shall be declared null and void. Respectfully submitted,[Abigail Lindgren Oskaloosa Senior High School]
[]
A Bill to Regulate Natural Land Barriers Between Farmland and Waterways

BE IT ENACTED BY THE CONGRESS HERE ASSEMBLED THAT AS OF JANUARY 1ST 2024
1 Section 1. There should be a minimum measure of a 40 foot natural land barrier between all
2  farmland and natural water ways to prevent chemical or other harmful run offs from further
3  damaging local and national waterways.
4  Section 2. Farmland is defined as any amount of land used for agriculture, where food is
5.  produced for sale or for livestock where animals are raised for goods and or sale.

6   Natural Barrier is defined as a strip of land containing state native horticulture
7  Crucial  watershed waterways are defined as per the guidelines of the USGS ( United States 

8  Geological Survey) EDNA Atlas at http://www.usgs.gov/tools/edna-watershed-atlas
9  Farmland is defined as any amount of land used for agriculture, where food is produced for
10  sale or for livestock where animals are raised for goods and or sale
11 Natural Barrier is defined as a strip of land containing native horticulture

12 Waterways are defined as per the guidelines of the USGS (United States Geological

13 Survey) in its online EDNA (Elevation Derivatives for National Applications) maps.

14 Section 3 The department overseeing the enforcement of this bill will be a given state's
15  Department of Agriculture. Failure to meet the standard will result in a fine of $5,000 for
16 every 100 gallons of water unprotected.
17 Section 4 This legislation will take effect November 1, 2025. All laws in conflict are
18 hereby null and void.

Introduced for Congressional Debate by Carroll High School

A Bill to Ban the Sale of Energy Drinks to Consumers under the                                    




age of 21

BE IT ENACTED BY THE CONGRESS HERE ASSEMBLED THAT:
1  Section 1
Effective January 1st, 2024, all state governments must ban
 2  the sale and use of energy drinks to individuals under the age of 21. Anyone who
3   is also found giving energy drinks to anyone under the age of 21 will also be in 
4    violation of this legislation. 
5  Section 2  
Energy drinks are defined as a beverage with a blend of 
6     caffeine, taurine, glucuronolactone, and guarana. 
7   Section 3
The Food and Drug Administration will oversee and enforce 
8       this legislation with help of the local government.
9   Section 4
A minimum fine of $625 to a maximum fine of $1,250 will be 
10       given. Anything after the 3rd offense will result in the maximum doubled.  
11   Section 5 
All laws in conflict with this legislation are hereby null and void. 
Introduced for Congressional debate by Atlantic High School. 
A Bill to Decriminalize Marijuana

 BE IT ENACTED BY THE CONGRESS HERE ASSEMBLED THAT: 

1. SECTION 1. The United States Government shall remove marijuana from the list of 
2.                       scheduled substances under the Controlled Substances Act and eliminate 
3.                       criminal penalties for an individual who manufactures, distributes, or 
4.                        possesses marijuana. 

5.  SECTION 2.  All persons currently in prison for a marijuana-related offense shall have 
6.                        their sentence commuted immediately after this bill takes effect. 

7. SECTION 3. The Department of Justice shall oversee the implementation of this bill. 
8.                      A. The Department of Justice shall allocate $25 Million for the 
9.                            implementation of this bill. 

10. SECTION 4. This legislation will take effect on January 1st, 2024. All laws in conflict with 
11.                        this legislation are hereby declared null and void. 

Introduced for Congressional Debate by Miles Peterson (Ames High School)
A Resolution to Amend the Constitution to Abolish the

                                                       Electoral College 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE CONGRESS HERE ASSEMBLED THAT: 

1.RESOLVED,
 By two-thirds of the Congress here assembled, that the following article is 

2.                           proposed as an amendment to the Constitution of the United States, which shall 

3.                           be valid to all intents and purposes as part of the Constitution when ratified by

4.                           the legislatures of three-fourths of the several states within seven years from 

5.                           the date of its submission by the Congress:

6.                                                                        ARTICLE –

7. SECTION 1.      The Electoral College is hereby abolished, striking out the 2nd, 3rd, and 4th
8.                            paragraphs of Article 2 Section 1; Amendment 12; and Amendment 23 of the 

9.                            Constitution. 

10.SECTION 2.      The following will replace paragraphs 2, 3, and 4 of Article 2 Section 1. “The 

11.                           president will be elected by popular vote. Congress may determine the date of 

12.                           election.” 

13.SECTION 3.      The Congress shall have power to enforce this article by appropriate legislation. Introduced for Congressional Debate by Ankeny High School

Nationwide Bill to require more Mental Health and First Aid education to teachers 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE CONGRESS HERE ASSEMBLED 

1. Training Educators would help apply a better environment for students struggling with mental

2.  health wellness.

3.  SECTION 1. All Educators will be required to receive training in student mental health. 

4. SECTION 2. Training will include how traumatic events affect the brain. 

5.                      A. Behavior, and resilience to these differences. 

6.                      B. mental health struggles, depression, and anxiety. 

7. SECTION 3.  Experts in trauma and mental health for children would provide education for 

8.                       new teachers and renewing certifications for educators. 

9.                       A. Applicable to substitute teachers. 

10.SECTION 4. Funding would be provided by the School-Based Mental Health Services. 

11.SECTION 5. Training would take place on teacher in-service days.

12.                         A. At least one in-service day per month. 

13.                         B. Each session will be around 1 hour. 

14.SECTION 6. This legislation shall take effect on January 1, 2024. 

Introduced for Congressional Debate by Okoboji High School

A Resolution to Amend the Constitution to End All Slavery
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	RESOLVED,
By two-thirds of the Congress here assembled, that the following article is proposed as an amendment to the Constitution of the United States, which shall be valid to all intents and purposes as part of the Constitution when ratified by the legislatures of three-fourths of the several states within seven years from the date of its submission by the Congress:




ARTICLE --
SECTION 1:        The thirteenth article of amendment to the Constitution of the United States is hereby repealed.

SECTION 2:         Neither slavery nor involuntary servitude shall exist within the United States, or any place subject to their jurisdiction.

SECTION 3:
The Congress shall have power to enforce this article by appropriate legislation.

	
	


Introduced for Congressional Debate by Des Moines East High School.
The National Space Exploration Act of 2022

 BE IT ENACTED BY THE CONGRESS HERE ASSEMBLED THAT: 

1
SECTION 1.         The United State Space Force and the National Aeronautics

2
and Space Administration (NASA) allocate $1.5 billion dollars to combat the 

3 
accumulation of debris within Earth's atmosphere. 

4
SECTION 2.          “Debris” is defined as natural and artificial objects within 

5
the upper atmosphere in orbit (1,200 miles and above) around the Earth. 

6
Funding for the program will be redirected from the Department of

7
 Defense. Additional funding may be allocated as needed as determined by 

8
the U.S. Department of the Treasury in consultation with NASA and Space 

9
Force representatives, as well as the NOAA when dealing with defunct

10
 weather satellites. 

11
SECTION 3. 
The Department of the Treasury shall oversee the money 

12
being allocated to NASA and shall monitor the progress of the investment 

13
by sending at least two agents monthly to monitor the progress being made. 

14
SECTION 4. 
$250 million in funding will be allocated for the purpose to 

15
develop a newer, stronger version of the current “Whipple Bumpers” 

16
currently used on current spacecraft to protect spacecraft from debris. 

17
The remaining $1.25 billion will be allocated towards the development of a 

18
device with the purpose of clearing debris from Earth's upper atmosphere. 

19
SECTION 5.
This legislation will take effect on January 1, 2023 All laws in 

20
conflict with this legislation are hereby declared null and void.

 Introduced for Congressional Debate by Dowling Catholic High School

A Bill to Reduced Deaths Caused by Cigarette Products

 1. BE IT ENACTED BY THE CONGRESS HERE ASSEMBLED THAT:

 2. SECTION 1. There will be a nationwide ban on the selling of flavored electronic 

3. Cigarette products. 

4. SECTION 2. Electronic Cigarette Products shall be defined as any electronic 

5. nicotine systems that help inhale aerosols that contain nicotine flavorings and

 6. other chemicals.

 7. SECTION 3. The National Institute on Drug Abuse will be responsible for enforcing 

8. this bill. It will be funded from the medical expenditures budget. 

9. Any store that violates this ban will be fined $10,000 per violation and risk losing their retail license. 10. SECTION 4. This legislation will go into effect January 1st, 2024. 

11. SECTION 5. All laws in conflict with this legislation are hereby declared null 
12. and void. 
by Burlington Community High School

