
Section 1. Entries. 

REVISED 8/23 

ARTICLE XXXV 
Policy Debate 

Clause 1. The policy debate style will be Two-Person. 
Clause 2. Each member school may enter six two-person teams in the State Contest. All entries 

will use codes and no school names will be used. 

Clause 3. The entry fee will be forty ($40) per team. If more than 85 entries are received in 
Policy Debate, it will be divided into two separate pods and they will be divided by the numbers of 
entries starting with the largest schools and then going down the list. When the pod is at half, then 
the second pod will start. This will happen after all entries are received. If a school enters late, their 
entry will be placed in the pod that is within their enrollment. 

Clause 4. Each member school will pay a "refundable" judges bond of $200. This bond must 
be received by the State Office prior to the state tournament and accompany the tournament entry 
forms. The refund will occur after the completion of your school's judging obligations. 

Section 2. Selections and Materials. Question for Debate. The question for debate will be based 
on the National Federation of State High School Associations question for high schools and will be 
announced in May. 

Section 3. Length. 

Clause 1. Time limits and order of speaking: 
Constructive 
First Affirmative .................................................. 8 min. 
Cross examination by negative speaker .............. 3 min. 
First Negative ...................................................... 8 min. 
Cross examination by affirmative speaker .......... 3 min. 
Second Affirmative ............................................. 8 min. 
Cross examination by the other negative ........... 3 min. 
Second Negative ................................................. 8 min. 
Cross examination by the other affirmative ....... 3 min. 
Rebuttal 
First Negative ...................................................... 5 min. 
First Affirmative .................................................. 5 min. 
Second Negative ................................................. 5 min. 
Second Affirmative ............................................. 5 min. 

Clause 2. Each side (affirmative and negative) will have eight minutes of preparation time 
during the debate. If either side goes over it's allotted time of eight minutes, the time will come out 
of its next speech. 

Section 4. Preparation and Presentation 

Clause 1. Each team will be prepared to debate both sides of the question. 
Clause 2. In case of illness a student may be substituted during the tournament but not during 

a round already underway. The substitute must complete the tournament. If a debater becomes sick 
after the round has started, the judge will allow a ten minute break before declaring the round a 

forfeit. 
Clause 3. On-Line registration will be completed no later than Wednesday, three and one half 

weeks prior to the date of the tournament and the fees will be mailed to the State Office. 
Clause 4. Dates and sites will be determined by the State Office. The pairings will be set by the 

Tournament Manager. 
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