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"The philosophy of the IHSSA is built upon the belief that
no form of activity is any more important than that of

learning to communicate effectively."

SPEECH WORKERS OF IOWA FEATURE THEMSELVESSPEECH WORKERS OF IOWA FEATURE THEMSELVES
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pam@ihssa.org 
515.288.9741

5000 Westown Parkway, Suite 150
West Des Moines, IA 50266

stacy@ihssa.org 
515.401.1834



IE SWEEPSTAKES TROPHY 2026 
 Dubuque Senior

23 Outstanding Nominations 
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IHSSA IE ALL STATE CONGRATS!

2026 NFHS/IHSSA 
Outstanding Educators of the Year

Kevin Hosbond: GRINNELL-NEWBURG
Jeremy Fitzpatrick: JOHNSTON



The National High School “Heart of the Arts” Award was
conceptualized by the NFHS in 2014 and has since been utilized to
honor those individuals who exemplify the ideals of the positive heart
of the arts and represent the core mission of education-based
activities. The NFHS Heart of the Arts Selection Committee has
selected its NATIONAL Winner: Brooklyn Wolthoff from Riceville.
Brooklyn will be honored nationally this summer in Salt Lake City.
Nominated by Head Speech Coach, Tami Mueller, Brooklyn
exemplifies resilience and determination. Despite significant health
challenges, Brooklyn excels in academics, volunteering in her
community and speech. Brooklyn has remained steadfast in her
commitment to personal growth and leadership. Brooklyn’s ability to
rise above adversity while making meaningful contributions to her
school and community highlights her incredible strength and
dedication. The IHSSA/IHSMA together with the NFHS extends an
abundance of applause to Brooklyn!
                                    Read BROOKLYN’s full press release at THIS LINK. 
 

https://www.nfhs.org/stories/iowa-s-brooklyn-wolthoff-selected-as-2026-national-high-school-heart-of-the-arts-award-recipient


One of the many reasons the IHSSA is so
successful is the dedication and gracious
service of committee members and speech
coaches in Iowa! 

SPECIAL THANKS to the IE ALL
     STATE COMMITTEE:
     DAVID WENDT, Special Assistant
     JODI GRANT, Special Assistant 
     JACKYE BOWLIN, Mount Pleasant
     KATE ENGELKES/CHUCK RIPLEY, Ames
     JAKE GUTE, Kuemper Catholic
     GABE TWEDT, Decorah
SPECIAL THANKS to ROOM CHAIRS:

ACGC
Cedar Falls
Centerville

Clinton
Collins Maxwell

Coon Rapids-Bayard
Decorah

East Union
Emmetsburg

Hampton-Dumont-CAL
Independence
Kim Carlson

Lisbon
Marquette Catholic

Mount Pleasant
OABCIG
Postville
Riverside

Roland-Story 9th
Sheldon

Shenandoah
Sioux Central

South Tama County
Vinton Shellsburg

Wapello
Washington

IHSSA IE ALL STATE GRATITUDE!

ADDITIONAL thank you's to our All-State Extra Hands
and Hearts: Michele Letzkus,  Liz Hansen, Kim
Carlson, Emily Eisenman, Brian Erbe, Jeff Grant, Sam
Prell, Spaz Eigenheer, Anvitha Gaddi, Sophie
Christiensen, Chase Kreimeyer and Waterloo West!

GRATITUDE to the UNIVERSITY of
NORTHERN IOWA: President Dr. Mark
Nook, Dean Mary Black, and Dept. of
Communication and Media Head, Dr.
Ryan McGeough! Host Marilyn Shaw,
Nikki Harken, and the staff at UNI,
thank you for your gracious help and
support!  YOU made the DAY for all of
us! Festival is truly something to
HONK! HONK! about! We thank UNI for
that incredible support over the years! 

APPLAUSE TO OUR SPONSORS:
Iowa Girls High School Athletic Union,
Iowa Farm Bureau, Cedar Falls Tourism
IHSMTA, Poetry Outloud, Vorland
Photography, Fine Designs, Iowa Corn,
University of Iowa, Iowa Economic
Development, National Endowment for
the Humanities, MediaCom,
Northwestern College, UI, Iowa
Student Loan and ISL Education
Lending

COACHES! TAKE A BIG BOW!  YOU did 
a most supreme job of supporting and
affirming all of your students! YOU
provided an avenue to make the
Festival a true and forever experience
for your students! THANK YOU to RISE
students and Waterloo West students
for their extra help as ticket takers! 
 
209 schools earned OUTSTANDING 
nominations this year.  It is a 
tremendous testament to the very 
caring and dedication of students and
coaches in our state! 





FINE DESIGNS LINK

https://shop.finedesigns.com/store/ihssaapparel


I love that I get to help and work with NW students and coaches and
see the behind-the-scenes view of contests!

We extend our heartfelt thanks to our DISTRICT
OFFICERS! Thank you for offering your leadership,
your care and your guidance.  The District Officers
attend all contests and often, put the needs of the
entire Association above their own teams. 

IHSSA DISTRICT OFFICERS

HEIDI ROTTINK, Don Bosco  NE: President
I enjoy being an officer because of the amazing community of 
people I get to work with. I love meeting all the coaches and 
making connections.

Being a District Officer gives me the opportunity to see the "behind the
scenes" of every host school and offer any assistance. Each contest is 
a new adventure and I love it!  

I enjoy serving as a District Officer because it allows me to grow in my
connections. I'm able to step up as a leader and help make it the best for
kids across Iowa.

AMANDA KNOX, Starmont

JARROD ROTH, Storm Lake

CYNTHIA KOSTER, Denison-Schleswig

 NE: Secretary

 NE: Vice President

 NW: President

 NW: Secretary

KYLE WEBER, Waterloo Columbus
I have enjoyed and look forward to continued opportunities as a District
Officer. I am excited to explore and celebrate innovation among 
our student and coach community.  

 NW: Vice PresidentALYSSA RUSK, Sioux Central
Networking with other coaches and judges, as well as helping 
wherever I'm needed at each of our Contests, has given me so much 
joy and appreciation for what everyone does! 



Serving as a District Officer has allowed me to build meaningful
relationships and gain a deeper understanding of IHSSA. I am grateful
to the individuals who guided and supported me this year.

IHSSA DISTRICT OFFICERS

BRIANNE MAGILL, Central DeWitt  SE: President
I enjoy gaining a greater understanding and appreciation for the 
IHSSA Constitution, and have loved experiencing the behind-the-
scenes action at contests alongside other coaches, judges, and IHSSA
VIPs!

Being a District Officer gives me greater insight into another level of Speech
contests beyond the gym and performance centers. Serving in this role makes
me a much better coach.

I love serving as an IHSSA officer because I enjoy supporting 
the students, coaches, and communities that make the IHSSA so
fantastic!

ELLEN JOHANNS, Lisbon

JON RUSSELL, Ankeny Centennial

LAUREN ERNST, Nodaway Valley

 SE: Secretary

 SW: President

 SW: Secretary

Interested in running for a District Officer?
Here is the EXPECTATIONS link.
Nominations are submitted at the Spring
Meetings with voting taking place soon after. 

KELSEY DINKLA, ACGC
I so enjoy visiting with and supporting the judges, coaches, and
students of the SW. Providing safe spaces for adults and students to
hone their communication skills is a dream!

 SW: Vice President

LAURA TRAVAGIAKIS, CR Xavier  SE: Vice President
I love being able to support judges, coaches and students to do their 
best, have fun and be proud of their work in carrying out the philosophy 
of the IHSSA!

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1EU_V_n3VIKqEX8YIuCeXAp8xkQ57x8c7bbsZZOKzxcE/edit?usp=sharing


 C o m e  O n e  a n d  A L L !

Northeast Iowa Spring
Wednesday, May 6
Coaches’ Meeting

 E m a n u e l  L u t h e r a n  C h u r c h

3 0 5  E l k a d e r  S t r e e t

S t r a w b e r r y  P o i n t ,  I A  5 2 0 7 6

9 : 0 0  A M - 2 : 3 0  P M

C o s t  $ 2 5
G a t h e r  w i t h  u s !

T A C O  B A R ,  F a b u l o u s  c o m p a n y !

C o m m i t t e e  U p d a t e s

R i v e t i n g  P r e s e n t a t i o n s

S c i n t i l l a t i n g  C o n v e r s a t i o n s

E n t e r t a i n m e n t  &  F U N  G a m e s

P R I Z E S !

Questions?

Contact Heidi Rottink

hrottink@boscocatholic.org

P l e a s e  s e n d  c h e c k s  t o :

S t a r m o n t  M u s i c  A s s o c i a t i o n  ( S M A )

3 2 0 2  4 0  S t r e e t

A r l i n g t o n ,  I A  5 0 6 0 6

P l e a s e  p u t  S p e e c h  m e e t i n g  o n  t h e  m e m o  l i n e

t h

R S V P  H E R E :

h t t p s : / / f o r m s . g l e / V v R T m 5 9 k k Z d p z m y 9 7

https://forms.gle/VvRTm59kkZdpzmy97
https://forms.gle/VvRTm59kkZdpzmy97
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D I S T R I C T  S P R I N G  M E E T I N G

DATE      :
Friday 8 May 2026 9:00 AM – 3:00

TIME     :
Cobblestone Tavern

98 Lakeshore Dr, Lakeside, IA

$20 per person
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WHEN: Friday, May 8,  2026
9:00 AM - 3:00 PM

WHERE: Cobblestone Tavern
98 Lakeshore Drive, Lakeside

PRICE: $20
RSVP:  jroth@slcsd.org

MAKE CHECKS OUT TO: Storm Lake High
School 
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Friday 8 May 2026 9:00 AM – 3:00
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https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1ID_8dwQDYYvQ7Ly4pJ6Qspie_7nRa-w_lvg4bGkjwJA/edit?usp=drive_web&ouid=115845495110329561047
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1ID_8dwQDYYvQ7Ly4pJ6Qspie_7nRa-w_lvg4bGkjwJA/edit?usp=drive_web&ouid=115845495110329561047




RSVP:
JON.RUSSELL@ANKENYSCHOOLS.ORG

BY APRIL 14TH

LUNCH COST: $25
VENMO @HOLLY-RUSSELL-89

May 5, 2026

9:30-2:30
The Clubhouse @ Northview Stadium 

Southwest

 SpringMeeting

IHSSA
Join us for

1302 N. Ankeny Blvd., Ankeny
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IHSSAIHSSA
DATES FORDATES FOR
2026-20272026-2027

IHSSA
DATES FOR
2026-2027

AUGUST 15, 2026 - JUDGES / COACHES WORKSHOP, VIRTUAL

OCTOBER 9/10, 2026 - IHSSA COACHES CONVENTION
                                       GATEWAY HOTEL, AMES
 
JANUARY 8/9, 2027 - STATE DEBATE TOURNAMENT,
                                  DMACC, ANKENY
 
JANUARY 23, 2027 - DISTRICT LARGE GROUP CONTEST

FEBRUARY 6, 2027 - STATE LARGE GROUP CONTEST

FEBRUARY 20, 2027 - ALL-STATE FESTIVAL LARGE GROUP
                                    IOWA STATE CENTER, AMES
 
FEBRUARY 27, 2027 - DISTRICT INDIVIDUAL EVENTS 

MARCH 13, 2027 - STATE INDIVIDUAL EVENTS 

APRIL 5, 2027 - ALL-STATE FESTIVAL INDIVIDUAL EVENTS,
                              UNI, CEDAR FALLS 

Unified Board and 
IHSSA Board Approval



 WHY HOST? PART 1
Kimberly Cavalier, Janesville, 1st-Time Contest Manager in 2025  
2nd-Time Host in 2027

Our district houses PK-12 in one building. Our staff is small. Our resources are limited. We
don’t have an auditorium. Still, I knew we had it in us to host. Here’s how I knew that our
small but mighty school could pull off a great District IE contest, and how yours can too.

1. I have a supportive community around me. I was worried that because speech is so new
to our school, parents and community members would shy away from volunteering for an
event that was unfamiliar to them. In true small town fashion, though, it was all hands on
deck. Many of our volunteers and room chairs had never attended a speech contest
before, but they were enthusiastic and offered can-do attitudes.

2. I knew I could rely on my students to help. By carving out tasks that could be done by
students on contest day, I was able to save myself a lot of stress. Students can bring
comment sheets to the main office, post scores, organize comment sheets in the tab
room, work the concession stand, keep spectators quiet in the halls, and so much more. If
you’ve got a handful of responsible students at your disposal, you’re a great candidate to
host.

3. Our facilities can be flexible. With a little out of the box thinking, I knew the facilities at
my school would be sufficient for twelve centers. I reached out to a local coffee shop to
set up a small stand and serve coffee. I utilized our whole building, not just the high
school wing. I asked our activities director, veteran teachers, and custodians for advice.
We ended up having much more space than I originally thought.

4. I had other coaches near me to provide counsel. One of the biggest motivators I had to
host contest was the knowledge that I had several veteran coaches near me – or even if
they weren’t near me, they were just an email away. I never felt alone in my task; their
expertise and unwavering support assured me that I had people to lean on. Lean on your
people!

5. Above all, I WANTED to host. Perhaps most importantly was my desire to contribute
something more to the IHSSA, to get even more involved. My best memories from high
school come from speech contests, and now, as a coach, I’ve seen the power that speech
holds in transforming students’ lives. For that reason, I wanted to give back to the
organization that has given me so very much. Your passion and love for speech is what
matters most.  



 WHY HOST? PART 2
                                                   Jacki Pleggenkuhle, Waukee High School, Veteran Contest Manager

When I was in my second or third year of teaching, my mentor Denis Hildreth called me
and said, “It’s time for you to host a contest.” Of course I objected but after compelling
arguments from the Contest Manager Master himself, I reluctantly agreed. I hired
judges and planned room/centers and then was pleasantly surprised when the District
Officers and other coach friends and mentors came into my office to help on contest
day. The event was a huge success! I’ve hosted 5 District contests and 5 State LG
contests. And I LOVE HOSTING. 

I thought I’d not know how to begin; however, the systems are set up by the IHSSA
State Office. The meetings, the Contest Managers Manual, CAST supports tell me all I
need to know about tasks and timelines. Anyone can host, because the processes are
already provided. I just have to deal with the logistics and business practices specific
to my school district and the rest is easy! 

Waukee High School is a large school, but in years when we had lots of extra centers, it
has felt like we didn’t have enough big rooms! Some years we have spilled over into
other nearby school buildings, and in other years we’ve held the contest all in one
place, turning regular classrooms into Readers Theatre centers. It can be done. Schools
are told to be prepared to perform in a “normal classroom.” We all have space for
hosting. 

What I LOVE about hosting a contest is the responsibility, experience, and perspectives
our students and parents gain when we bring IHSSA guests to our home. Students have
to focus not just on their own performances, but on something bigger than all of us. At
first I felt some pangs of guilt when my focus shifted a bit from my own team to serving
all teams; however, I see that my own team steps up and is even better for having to
manage themselves more. My students SHINE when given more responsibilities and
more autonomy. Parents quickly learn how contest works. Additionally, the money we
make by hosting allows us to have nice things. We use our profits for next year’s
royalties, costumes, sets, All-State Festival tickets, and more! Hosting every few years
funds our team without actual “fundraising,” and I love that. 

 The very best part of hosting is the relationships I have built with other coaches.
Greeting coaches coming into the office, problem-solving alongside volunteers, and
hanging out with the District Officers and All-State Reps has built friendships that I
deeply cherish.  I LOVE hosting speech contests!
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IHSSA LOGO TRADEMARK
Please rememberthe IHSSA Logo is a trademark symbol and cannot be used unless you
have permission from the IHSSA State Office.  The IHSSA logo may not be used for end of
the year awards/certificates/clothing/etc.  Permission must be requested for any type of
use.  The IHSSA is a copyrighted trademark symbol. 
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CONTEST DATES FOR 2026-27
                   Be sure to check the page in this issue of SWIFT that has the dates of IHSSA  
                   events. Make copies and give them to your Activities Director, Principal,
                   Superintendent, Counselors, office staff, fellow teaching staff, and, most
                   importantly: YOUR STUDENTS.  If we plan for these dates now, there will be less
conflict in 2026-2027. For those of you who like to plan ahead, the IHSSA has the
tentative calendar set for contest dates through the year 2030. This can be found under
RESOURCES >> UNIFIED CALENDARS. 

ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT
Information regarding the Academic Achievement program for the IHSSA is 
in the online area of the IHSSA web site. Please remember the “AA” award is
 for the entire Large Group, Debate, and Individual Events entries and not 
separate individuals or groups. Example: not Readers Theatre only, but all Large Group
entries. If you have any questions concerning this award, please call the State Office. 

AWARDS 
Please remember all awards will be shipped directly to your school from the factory.
Therefore, we ask that you allow 2 -3 weeks for delivery. It is important to know that the
State Office will NOT have any awards on hand for emergency requests. After April 30, no
PO#s will be accepted for an award order. However, you still may order with a check or
cash after April 30. Please plan AHEAD for your award ceremonies. Be sure to buy the
IHSSA award for the extra official look! You are not allowed to use the IHSSA on your own.

NO POSTING on YOUTUBE
                                  Please remember that the royalty agreement you have for contest does
                                   NOT cover your events to be posted on YouTube. If you have students or
                                   parents who are posting their events or performances on YouTube, be
aware that you are not covered under any type of IHSSA agreement.  It is strongly advised
that these postings be taken down. 

https://www.ihssa.org/resources/
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                     FAMILY WEEK 2026 DATES
The Iowa High School Speech Association, Iowa High School Music Association, Iowa High
School Athletic Association and the Iowa Girls High School Athletic Union, issues a
"Family Week" on the Unified Activities Federation Calendar. “Family Week” is a week
that prohibits any coach or teacher/student contact and any unified activity event from
occurring. That period will include Sunday through Sunday of Week 3 and Week 4 of the
calendar.  It will begin July 26, 2026 and extend through August 2, 2026. The Iowa High
School Speech Association supports “Family Week”, and there can be no speech, theatre,
or debate activities within the IHSSA member schools during that week. All high school
students, including incoming 9th graders, are covered under the rule and are not to have
contact (on or off school premises) with teachers nor use school facilities during the eight
day period.

HAVE YOU PAID ALL ENTRY FEES??
Please take a moment to make sure your fees are paid. At this time, we have several
coaches schools who still have not paid for their District Large Group, SLG, District IE,
SIE, or All-State fees, etc.  Your invoices for all contests can be found on your
login/password page.  Please take a moment  and check to see if your fees are paid.
Debate, Lg.Group District/State/All State, IE District/State/All State, Membership,
Convention, Awards. Please contact the IHSSA office for any questions.  

CONTEST SITES + YOU!
                   We are still in need of CONTEST SITES for 2027!  Please consider hosting. 
                   Hosting builds comradery and connection within your school community.
Hosting is an excellent fund raiser for your IHSSA Family. AND...hosting allows you to be
on your "home court!" No yellow hornet rides needed!  Please call the State Office if you
are interested.  

          SPRING MEETINGS + YOU!
Be sure to attend your respective District meeting. These meetings are essential for a
coach to attend.  This is NOT a rule change year.  Very important items will be discussed
and reviewed. This meeting is the place to start the process for the future and gain
professional insight!  SPRING MEETING DATES

May 5: SW District Meeting
May 6: NE District Meeting
May 7: SE District Meeting

May 8: NW District Meeting 
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SCHOOL PARTICIPATION 
Every year we receive calls at the State Office inquiring which
schools have the most entries in the contest series. These are the
numbers for the top schools in the IHSSA as to participation in
categories. The following schools had entries in every category and
every available amount they could take. 

 
LARGE GROUP                                        INDIVIDUAL EVENTS
                                          NORTHEAST                                                 
Decorah (2 short)                                 Decorah
Dubuque Senior                                   Dubuque Senior
                                                                   Hampton-Dumont-CAL 
                                                                   Maquoketa Valley (2 short)
                                                                   Waverly-Shell Rock
                                                                                                                                                      
                                         NORTHWEST                                               
No School                                              Denison-Schleswig 
                                                                  Spencer
                                                                 
                                                              
                                        SOUTHEAST                                               
CR Washington                                    CR Prairie                                  
Mount Vernon (2 short)                    CR Washington 
                                                                  Mount Vernon
                                                                                                           
                                        SOUTHWEST                                                        
No School                                              Waukee  (1 short)                                          
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APPLAUSE! APPLAUSE!

SOUTHEASTSOUTHWEST

NORTHEASTNORTHWEST

Without the care and service of these schools/coaches, the IHSSA
contest series would not be able to run as effectively as it does!
THANK YOU from all of us! PLEASE write them a NOTE of thanks!

If you are interested in hosting a contest in
2027 or 2028, contact the IHSSA State

Office. We NEED YOU! YOUR school
can...and SHOULD HOST!

LARGE GROUP DISTRICT
Manson NW Webster: Kim Keller
Spencer: Alex Halverson
Storm Lake: Jarrod Roth

LARGE GROUP STATE
Cherokee Washington:
Jaylene/James De Vos

INDIVIDUAL EVENTS DISTRICT
Kuemper Catholic: Jake Gute
Newell Fonda: Jen Tovar
Sioux City North: Korey Cantrell

INDIVIDUAL STATE CONTEST
Denison: Cynthia Koster

LARGE GROUP DISTRICT
Cedar Falls: Kenton Engels
Dubuque Senior: Aaron Dean
Mason City: Becky Rother

LARGE GROUP STATE
Waterloo West: Ben Hirdler

INDIVIDUAL EVENTS DISTRICT
Decorah: Molly Holkesvik
Forest City: Josh Sparrgrove
Postville: Derek Friederich

INDIVIDUAL STATE CONTEST
Maquoketa Valley: Matt/Debbie DeVore

LARGE GROUP DISTRICT
Creston: Laura Granger
Des Moines Hoover: Corey Spiess
Lewis Central: Dylan Peck
Mount Ayr: Shaun Kniep

LARGE GROUP STATE
WDM Valley: Sam Melz

INDIVIDUAL EVENTS DISTRICT
Atlantic: Trisha Koenig
Bondurant-Farrar: Kaitlyn Vasey
East Union: Clarissa McCollough
Johnston: Jeremy Fitzpatrick

INDIVIDUAL STATE CONTEST
Council Bluffs TJ: Matt Schmidt

LARGE GROUP DISTRICT
Centerville: Molly Van Roekel
Monticello: Kim Carlson
Pella: Suzi Jones/Ashlee Whittington
Wapello: Jane Bostian

LARGE GROUP STATE
Clear Creek Amana: Christine Berlin

INDIVIDUAL EVENTS DISTRICT
Fairfield: Noel Wotherspoon
Lisbon: Ellen Johanns
Montezuma: Liesl Roorda
PCM: Janice Davis

INDIVIDUAL STATE CONTEST
Vinton-Shellsburg: Mark Nall



2026 HALL OF FAME 
NOMINATION 

Be sure to take a moment and nominate someone for the IHSSA
Hall of Fame. Induction into the Iowa High School Speech
Association Hall of Fame is the highest honor the Speech
Association may confer on an individual. It is presented to a
distinguished individual of state-wide reputation and
outstanding accomplishments. The contribution and service
given by the inductee stem from dedication and commitment to
the Iowa High School Speech programs beyond normally
expected and superlative identification. By the model of their
lifetime work they have exemplified most clearly and forcefully
the ideas and purposes to which high school speech programs
and competitions are dedicated. 

If you are aware of a speech coach, administrator, or judge who
fulfills the above criteria, please send the IHSSA a letter for
recommendation. Your nomination will be held in strict
confidence and forwarded to the Hall of Fame Jury for their
consideration. 

Please include a paragraph or two in which you justify why you
believe this individual is worthy of being inducted into the IHSSA
Hall of Fame. 
                                                                         Thank you - Hall of Fame Jury
APPLICATION for THE 
IHSSA HALL OF FAME INDUCTION Link: also on website

Hear Ye! Hear Ye! NOMINATE!

https://www.ihssa.org/UserDocs/pages/hall_of_fame_ballott.pdf
https://www.ihssa.org/UserDocs/pages/hall_of_fame_ballott.pdf
https://www.ihssa.org/UserDocs/pages/hall_of_fame_ballott.pdf
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JUDGE EVALUATION FORM 
Your voice is important! After every contest the Judge Certification Committee
asks for your insight and assistance in completing the “Judge Evaluation Forms”.
Here’s why ... 

Each August, the Judge Certification Committee thoroughly examines each and
every individual evaluation form. Judges who have earned superior feedback
receive positive affirmation from the State Office. Judges that are in need of
support receive extra guidance and clarification. Your assessment makes the
whole process circular -- our judges “judge” our students and we “judge” our
judges. Also, this is your opportunity to model and exercise “justification”.
Ultimately this system of giving and receiving constructive feedback is better for
the whole community: judges, coaches, and most importantly -- our students.
Additionally, your evaluation assists the Judge Certification Committee in
collecting information for areas that are in need of training and/or areas that
require more clarification. Your feedback aids in the thoughtfulness of
continued education to judges on the rules as well as how to properly interpret
and justify the IHSSA Constitution. 

We kindly ask that you complete a judge evaluation form as close to the end of
each contest day as possible. Your thoughts will be fresh in your mind before
you encounter your next contest day and your next round of judges. Your
Contest Manager will include a reminder and specific instructions for
completing the “Judge Evaluation Forms” with your ballots. 

1.Your Contest Manager will
supply you with the LIST of
JUDGES at Contest.

2.Complete an evaluation for
each judge.  



IHSSA + YOU
IHSSA + YOU
IHSSA + YOU
IHSSA + YOU
IHSSA + YOU
IHSSA + YOU
IHSSA + YOU
IHSSA + YOU
IHSSA + YOU

April 3, 4
April 10, 11
April 23, 24, 25
April 23, 24, 25
May 1, 2, 3

 SPRING MEETING DATES
May 5: SW District Meeting:

Ankeny
May 6: NE District Meeting:

Strawberry Point
May 7: SE District Meeting:

DeWitt
May 8: NW District Meeting:

Lakeside 
 

Boone 
Woodbury Central
Fort Dodge
Johnston
Lawton-Bronson

12 Angry Men
Showcase of One Acts
The Addams Family
The Addams Family 
 Rogue's Gallery


	stacy@ihssa.org  515.401.1834
	SWIFT
	APRIL 2026
	SPEECH WORKERS OF IOWA FEATURE THEMSELVES

	IHSSA + YOU HELLO! HELLO!
	ALL STATE CONGRATS
	ALL STATE GRATITUDE
	DISTRICT OFFICERS
	SPRING MEETINGS
	26.27 CALENDAR
	CONTEST HOSTS
	HOF SCHOLARSHIP
	+ MORE!
	"The philosophy of the IHSSA is built upon the belief that no form of activity is any more important than that of learning to communicate effectively."
	pam@ihssa.org  515.288.9741




	IHSSA IE ALL STATE CONGRATS!
	IE SWEEPSTAKES TROPHY 2026   Dubuque Senior 23 Outstanding Nominations

	The National High School “Heart of the Arts” Award was conceptualized by the NFHS in 2014 and has since been utilized to honor those individuals who exemplify the ideals of the positive heart of the arts and represent the core mission of education-based activities. The NFHS Heart of the Arts Selection Committee has selected its NATIONAL Winner: Brooklyn Wolthoff from Riceville. Brooklyn will be honored nationally this summer in Salt Lake City. Nominated by Head Speech Coach, Tami Mueller, Brooklyn exemplifies resilience and determination. Despite significant health challenges, Brooklyn excels in academics, volunteering in her community and speech. Brooklyn has remained steadfast in her commitment to personal growth and leadership. Brooklyn’s ability to rise above adversity while making meaningful contributions to her school and community highlights her incredible strength and dedication. The IHSSA/IHSMA together with the NFHS extends an abundance of applause to Brooklyn!                                     Read BROOKLYN’s full press release at THIS LINK.
	IHSSA IE ALL STATE GRATITUDE!
	One of the many reasons the IHSSA is so successful is the dedication and gracious service of committee members and speech coaches in Iowa!
	SPECIAL THANKS to the IE ALL      STATE COMMITTEE:      DAVID WENDT, Special Assistant      JODI GRANT, Special Assistant       JACKYE BOWLIN, Mount Pleasant      KATE ENGELKES/CHUCK RIPLEY, Ames      JAKE GUTE, Kuemper Catholic      GABE TWEDT, Decorah SPECIAL THANKS to ROOM CHAIRS: ACGC Cedar Falls Centerville Clinton Collins Maxwell Coon Rapids-Bayard Decorah East Union Emmetsburg Hampton-Dumont-CAL Independence Kim Carlson Lisbon Marquette Catholic Mount Pleasant OABCIG Postville Riverside Roland-Story 9th Sheldon Shenandoah Sioux Central South Tama County Vinton Shellsburg Wapello Washington
	GRATITUDE to the UNIVERSITY of NORTHERN IOWA: President Dr. Mark Nook, Dean Mary Black, and Dept. of Communication and Media Head, Dr. Ryan McGeough! Host Marilyn Shaw, Nikki Harken, and the staff at UNI, thank you for your gracious help and support!  YOU made the DAY for all of us! Festival is truly something to HONK! HONK! about! We thank UNI for that incredible support over the years!
	APPLAUSE TO OUR SPONSORS: Iowa Girls High School Athletic Union, Iowa Farm Bureau, Cedar Falls Tourism IHSMTA, Poetry Outloud, Vorland Photography, Fine Designs, Iowa Corn, University of Iowa, Iowa Economic Development, National Endowment for the Humanities, MediaCom, Northwestern College, UI, Iowa Student Loan and ISL Education Lending
	COACHES! TAKE A BIG BOW!  YOU did  a most supreme job of supporting and affirming all of your students! YOU provided an avenue to make the Festival a true and forever experience for your students! THANK YOU to RISE students and Waterloo West students for their extra help as ticket takers!
	209 schools earned OUTSTANDING  nominations this year.  It is a  tremendous testament to the very  caring and dedication of students and coaches in our state!

	FINE DESIGNS LINK
	IHSSA DISTRICT OFFICERS
	We extend our heartfelt thanks to our DISTRICT OFFICERS! Thank you for offering your leadership, your care and your guidance.  The District Officers attend all contests and often, put the needs of the entire Association above their own teams.
	HEIDI ROTTINK, Don Bosco
	NE: President

	KYLE WEBER, Waterloo Columbus
	NE: Vice President

	AMANDA KNOX, Starmont
	NE: Secretary

	JARROD ROTH, Storm Lake
	NW: President

	ALYSSA RUSK, Sioux Central
	NW: Vice President

	CYNTHIA KOSTER, Denison-Schleswig
	NW: Secretary


	IHSSA DISTRICT OFFICERS
	Interested in running for a District Officer? Here is the EXPECTATIONS link. Nominations are submitted at the Spring Meetings with voting taking place soon after.
	BRIANNE MAGILL, Central DeWitt
	SE: President

	LAURA TRAVAGIAKIS, CR Xavier
	SE: Vice President

	ELLEN JOHANNS, Lisbon
	SE: Secretary

	JON RUSSELL, Ankeny Centennial
	SW: President

	KELSEY DINKLA, ACGC
	SW: Vice President
	LAUREN ERNST, Nodaway Valley
	SW: Secretary


	Come One and ALL!

	Northeast Iowa Spring Wednesday, May 6 Coaches’ Meeting
	Emanuel Lutheran Church
	305 Elkader Street Strawberry Point, IA 52076 9:00 AM-2:30 PM Cost $25
	RSVP TO JARROD
	DATE      :
	TIME     :
	COST     :
	Cobblestone Tavern 98 Lakeshore Dr, Lakeside, IA



	Northwest
	DISTRICT SPRING MEETING
	WHEN: Friday, May 8,  2026 9:00 AM - 3:00 PM WHERE: Cobblestone Tavern 98 Lakeshore Drive, Lakeside PRICE: $20 RSVP:  jroth@slcsd.org MAKE CHECKS OUT TO: Storm Lake High School
	COST     :
	Cobblestone Tavern 98 Lakeshore Dr, Lakeside, IA
	RSVP TO JARROD


	DATE      :
	TIME     :


	Northwest
	DISTRICT SPRING MEETING

	IHSSA
	Southwest
	SpringMeeting
	May 5, 2026 9:30-2:30 The Clubhouse @ Northview Stadium
	1302 N. Ankeny Blvd., Ankeny


	IHSSA DATES FOR 2026-2027
	AUGUST 15, 2026 - JUDGES / COACHES WORKSHOP, VIRTUAL
	OCTOBER 9/10, 2026 - IHSSA COACHES CONVENTION                                        GATEWAY HOTEL, AMES
	JANUARY 8/9, 2027 - STATE DEBATE TOURNAMENT,                                   DMACC, ANKENY
	JANUARY 23, 2027 - DISTRICT LARGE GROUP CONTEST
	FEBRUARY 6, 2027 - STATE LARGE GROUP CONTEST
	FEBRUARY 20, 2027 - ALL-STATE FESTIVAL LARGE GROUP                                     IOWA STATE CENTER, AMES
	FEBRUARY 27, 2027 - DISTRICT INDIVIDUAL EVENTS
	MARCH 13, 2027 - STATE INDIVIDUAL EVENTS
	APRIL 5, 2027 - ALL-STATE FESTIVAL INDIVIDUAL EVENTS,                               UNI, CEDAR FALLS


	WHY HOST? PART 1
	WHY HOST? PART 2
	SPRING MEETING DATES May 5: SW District Meeting May 6: NE District Meeting May 7: SE District Meeting May 8: NW District Meeting
	APPLAUSE! APPLAUSE!
	Without the care and service of these schools/coaches, the IHSSA contest series would not be able to run as effectively as it does! THANK YOU from all of us! PLEASE write them a NOTE of thanks!
	NORTHWEST
	NORTHEAST
	SOUTHWEST
	SOUTHEAST
	If you are interested in hosting a contest in 2027 or 2028, contact the IHSSA State Office. We NEED YOU! YOUR school can...and SHOULD HOST!


	2026 HALL OF FAME  NOMINATION
	Hear Ye! Hear Ye! NOMINATE!
	APPLICATION for THE  IHSSA HALL OF FAME INDUCTION Link: also on website


	IHSSA + YOU IHSSA + YOU IHSSA + YOU IHSSA + YOU IHSSA + YOU IHSSA + YOU IHSSA + YOU IHSSA + YOU IHSSA + YOU
	JUDGE EVALUATION FORM
	Your Contest Manager will supply you with the LIST of JUDGES at Contest.
	Complete an evaluation for each judge.


	IHSSA + YOU IHSSA + YOU IHSSA + YOU IHSSA + YOU IHSSA + YOU IHSSA + YOU IHSSA + YOU IHSSA + YOU IHSSA + YOU
	SPRING MEETING DATES May 5: SW District Meeting: Ankeny May 6: NE District Meeting: Strawberry Point May 7: SE District Meeting: DeWitt May 8: NW District Meeting: Lakeside


